The Catholic school
in the Community

Education is, to a very significant extent,
the way in which the various overlapping
communities to which we belong as human
beings — the family first of all - initiate

us into the richness of a shared life and
heritage. In support of families, the Catholic
primary school system in Ireland is rooted
in parish and local communities.

Efforts are ongoing in Primary and
Secondary schools to develop a stronger
collaborative partnership between the
school, the parish and local communities.

Education in a Time
of Transition

At this time, responsibility for many of the
schools formerly administered by religious
is being transferred to trusts made up
wholly or partly of lay people

A Catholic Education Service

It is the Bishops’ intention to provide in
cooperation with the Religious Trustees
further support in the near future for
those involved in the work of Catholic
education by establishing a national
Catholic Education Service for the whole
of Ireland.

Invitation to Dialogue

In conclusion, the Bishops look forward

to a fruitful dialogue about the best way

of ensuring that Catholic schools can
develop in the coming decades. In this way,
in conversation with all our partners in
education, we will ensure that the schools
themselves and their supporting structures
remain effective, relevant and true to an
authentic vision of the Catholic school

for our times.
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